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have bought, Vent Eaperneſs, the 
l , panty © wait bo you Trang Pye ago, and 
\ *that, you ſeem willing to hear Advice, 
ink. myſelf obliged, in retuwny-to ſpeak to 
you = few. things which very well deſerye 
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I Map it very plain to you in my laſt Let- 
ter, that if the Pretender and his Son were to ſuc- 
ceed to their own Hearts Wiſhes, the Common 
People of this Kingdom, would not be one Hair 
the better: That, on the contrary, thoſe who 
. lad any thing to loſe, would be plundered by the 

one Side or the other in the Struggle; and thoſe 
Who had not, be ſtarved for want of Work, I 
| ſhall not therefore ſay any thing more upon that 

Head; but deſire only, that whenever you are 

fattered-with fair Promiſes, you would read what 

I chi you then over again, which wilt foor drive 

all fooliſh Hopes out of you Head. 

Ar preſent, I ſhall call upon you to conſider 
ſeriouſly, the great Dangers you muſt run thro' 
before you can poſſibly ſucceed. Fighting _ 

! Ing, 


. Au 
ing, is of itſelf a very filly Trade ; but fightin 
— againft a pen Force, and * 
Halter about one's Neck, which J ou muſt do, if 


you ſhould be deluded to take 
right Stupidity or Madneſs, 


* 


aur of you may {til remember, and ht 


you have heard, how the Innis4illenners and the 
Derry Men behaved in the laſt Troubles ; 15 
if you were well perſuaded that the Prote/fants of 
Ireland will behave in the ſame Way, whenever 


there ſhall be Occaſion, you would not, I .ima- + 


gine, be eaſily prevailed upon to meddle with 
them. Now, let me tell you, my good Friends, 
that you will find them to your Colt as reſolute 
at preſent, and as deſperate as your Forefathers 


did., You, have, perhaps, never conſidered that 


a Papiſt and a Pro in this Kingdom, do 
— upon equal Terms. The Papiſt, if he 
will be quiet, has nothing to be afraid of, but 
may be as happy to the full, as any other Subject 
the King has; and therefore if be takes up Arn 
cannot give himſelf, or other People, any. goc 
Reaſon why he does ſo; and it is very Wbety, 
that as he took them up he can't tell why, he 
will lay them down again as fooliſhly, 


Ir I were as much a Papiſt as any one of you, | 


I muſt fairly own that I would not fight among 
you; for as I do not ſee that you can get an 
thing but Blows by ſtanding tightly to it, Foul 
2 be afraid that you would leave me in the 
. Proteflants are quite in other Circumſtances ; 
and if you once oblige them to betake themſelves 
to their Arms for Defence, you.may depend up- 
on it, they will uſe them bravely, white they have 
Strength to bold them, © 
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" Tary know very well, and ſo do you, if you 
will own the Truth that the 2 have nothing elſe 
to truſt to; and chat if they ſhould take Quarter 
in the Field, they will have no Mercy from you 
afterwards. An honeſt Protęſtant, who will not 

t with his Religion, and damn his immortal 
wh is very well aſſured that he has nothing to 
expeck, but the Gibbet or the Stake, whenever 
your Prieſts have Power; and muſt he not be 
mad indeed, if he ſhould chuſe to be tamely 
hang'd, or burn'd alive, when he may die brave- 
ly in the Field? Cowards will fight, they ſay, 
when they are deſperate ; it therefore becomes 

Fou to remember, that every Proteſtant, who 
will not ſell his Soul for NG: muſt be deſpe- 
rate, that he muſt fight bimſelf to the very 
Stumps, if he has an Ounce of Senſe; and how 

ou "ould like fach Enemies may be worth your 
5 85 Conſideration. 

I m 2 Shop-keeper bred to Quietneſs and 
Peace, and never handled a Muſket in my Life, 
till the Repo oft of this Invaſion; but old as 
am, and 1 k, and infirm into the Bar 2 
have art oneſt Soldier from the Hoſpital, 
comer, to me twice a-day, to teach me to * 

8 if there ould be need. Not, I 

fre Rin any Spleen I have to you; 

3 ry to be forced to do any one 

| 

| 


Le you N od knows, T have nothing 

m e to wich, but to be laid quietly and decently 

in my Grave.; 3. but. I do. it, becauſe I am reſol- 

Fed to protect this poor Catcafe of mine from 

| Tortute, and if J muſt die for my Religion, to 
SES gie Aghtind and in the eaſieſt Way. 

| "You tell. me perhaps, that you are not 

3 thoſe ro cruel Men, that T ſeem to take you 

| for, and that ther- mma and Compaſſion 

in 
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in the Breaſt of a Papiſt, as well as in that of 
other Men, I know it, my dear Countrymen, 
I know it; or elſe I could not be concerned for 
our Welfare, and love you as I do; but you 
now alſo that your Compaſſion; and Humanity 
will be of little Service to us, if we were once at 
the Mercy of your Prieſts. I do ſincerely be- 


lieve, that you would butcher us with aching | 
Hearts, and many of you with Tears in your Eyes; 


but, my poor deluded Countrymen,, you would 
butcher us notwithſtanding, when you were or- 
dered ſo to do at the Peril of your Souls, You 
all know this, and we all know it ; and. you may 
be ſatisfied that we ſhall act accordingly, and 
ſpill the laſt drop of warm Blood in our Veins to 
protect ourſelves, our Wes, our Children, 
from the Power of thoſe Men, . whoſe Mercies 
are cruel, | vir] 2 


I Have taken theſe. laſt Words out of a 


Book, which you are, many of you, not - ac- 
quainted with; and that is the Bible. I can aſ- 
ſure you, if you had read it, you would be very 


cautious of meddling with brave Proteſtants fight- 


ing for their Religion; you would. find there, 
that a handful of Men have beat whole Armies, 


becauſe they were ſure of Perſecution if they ſub- 


mitted to their Enemies. Such is the Caſe of 
Proteflants, and you would do well to expect a 
good Reaſon from your Betters, why their Suc- 
cefs ſhould not alſo be the ſame... 


- Is your Leaders would be ſatisfied to make | 


Converts by the ſame. Methods which we uſe ; 
by giving them the beſt Arguments we have, 
and uſing them with all the Kindneſs we can; 
by feeding, cloatbing- and inſtructisg them; I 
ſhould not be much afraid of my Grand- chil- 

dren's falling into their Hands; but rather than 
„ 25 my 
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my Eyes ſhould ſee them treated, as muſt 
be if your Religion ſhould prevail, mor be 
clos'd, I pray to God, for ever. | | 

TI am very well aware what your Prieſts will 
anſwer to all this. They will tell you with great 
Aſſurance, that you are alſo to fight for your Re- 
ligion. But it ſhall be your own Faults, my 


Friends, if you are impos'd upon 6 prolly, I 
1g10N, 


tell you, you cannot fight for your 

and if you will not be fool'd and quibbled out of 

your Underſtandings, I will make it good by this 

_ and unanſwerable Reaſon, that you have it. 
ou have it to all the Purpoſes for which ſuch 

Men as you, and I, can poſſibly deſire Religion. 


Your Priefts, and mine indeed, want Religion 20 


other Purpoſes ; yours wants Tithes and Abby 
Lands; he wants Riches and Titles and Power: 
and mine wants to keep his hold, and they both 
are in the right; but why ſhould you, and I, be 
fool'd into their Quarrel ? Have we any other 
uſe for our Religion than to carry us to Hea- 


ven? I wiſh you would afk your Prieſts what it 


is you cannot do at preſent which is neceſſary to 
your getting thither ; you can hear Maſs, go to 
Confeffion, do Penance, receive Abſolution, 


and which is better than them all, you can live 


honeſtly towards your Neighbours and devoutly 
towards God. All this you have full leave to 
do, and if you'M conſider it a Moment, this is 
all you have occaſion for. TORS 

T aſſure you, my good Friends, could I have 
as much of my Religion if Popery were eſta- 
bliſh'd in this Kingdom, my Prieft ſhould not 
Life and Fortune for 


his Tithes. 1 ſhould tell him very plainly, that 
T could fee a Difference, and would make one, 


between his Intereſt and my Religion, and yo 


LF 

| heſhould not gull me ſo egregiouſly, as to make 
me believe I had not leave to go to Church, and 
ſerve God in my own way, when IL went there 
every Sunday of my Life, without either Fear or 


Ir is a moot Point with me, which is moſt ta 
be wonder'd at, the Aflurance of thaſe Fellows, 
or our, on. Stupidity. They tell us very gravely, 
that their Proſperity is our Religion, and we. are: 
Fools enbugli to believe them without aſking our 


own Underſtandings this plain Queſtion, how 2 
Sacrament, is the better or the worſe, whether it 


be adminiſter'd in a Silk Gown or a Frize Coat. 


You; my Countrymen, who happen to be 


Paps/ts, have more reaſon. than other Folks, ta 
remember this plain Diſtinction, which every 
Man who is not blind muſt ſee, between the 
Riches of the Clergy and Religion; becauſe 
where yours have. Power, they make Religion ſa 
expenſive, that it fucks poor People to the Bone. 
If I were one of you myſelf, I ſhould be very 


well contented for my Part, to have my Religi- 
on cheap; and if I had it at an eaſy. Rate at 


ee. ſhould ſcarce take Pains to raiſe the 
rice upon myſelf. Provided the Commodities 
are good, I furniſh my Shop on the beſt Terms, 
and deal with thoſe who will let me have them 
for leaſt Money : And if this be Wiſdom in one 
Caſe, I fee no reaſon why it ſhould be Folly in 
another. | 
Ir Popery ſhould be eſtabliſh'd to your own 
Hearts Deſire, the firſt Thing you muſt do is to 
repair, enlarge, and beautify the Churches that 
are ſtanding. Then you muſt rebuild the Cha- 
pels, Abbies, Monaſteries and Convents that 
ard fall'n. For all this there muſt be heavy 


Ceſſes in every Pariſh, Which would beggar five 
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in fix of you; And where they fail'd to do it, there 


would be new Demands for Plate and Veſtments, 
and twenty other Things, which you know more 
of than I can tell you ; beſides large dues for 


2 Office of Religion to your Prieſts, which 


riſe in Proportion to their Wealth, and 


the heavier loud of Alms to that Crowd of Reli- 
gious Beggars, which would fo in upon you in 


whole Shoals: + 


Now ond not a wiſe Man aſk himſelf what 


benefit he is to have in return for all this Money, 
and how his Soul would be the better for this im- 


moderate waſte? And ſhduld it prove that he 


can get nothing in, would he not 


Bargain | 
hold his — keep his worldly Subſtance 


to maintain e and Family in Quietneſs 


and Plenty? 
Upon this plain Queſtion I will leave you to 


conſider ſeriouſly, and at your Leiſure, deſiring - 


you only to Remember the ridiculous fate of the 
SillyCur in the Fable, who having a good Meals 


Meat in his Mouth, letit go and loft it irrecover- 


14 


ably, hug at the Shadow of it in the Winans 


6, Lok * 
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